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Douglas Austin is Founder and 
CEO of AVRP Studios. He has 
designed innovative housing for 

the region and western Canada and 
has been recognized with over 150 
awards for design excellence. Aus-
tin has played an important role in 
downtown San Diego's success. He 
chaired the Design and Construction 
Task Force for Petco Park and serves 
as Chair of the Advisory Board for 
Yes in God's Backyard, an organi-
zation committed to housing solu-
tions for the homeless. He recently 
designed and is currently designing 
multiple affordable housing projects, 
including Portola and Kettner Cross-
ing. In June, Austin earned a U.S. pat-
ent for a novel way to build mid-rise 
and high-rise residential buildings 
that will make urban housing less 
expensive and faster to build. Aus-
tin recently completed eight years 
serving as Planning Commissioner 
for the City of San Diego.

DOUG AUSTIN
CEO and Founder

AVRP Studios

Benjamin Arcia is a Senior Associ-
ate at McCullough Landscape Ar-
chitecture in San Diego, Califor-

nia. He joined McCullough in 2013 and 
has spent the past decade consulting on 
the planning, design, and construction 
of numerous mixed-use infill, affordable 
housing, commercial repositioning, and 
transit-oriented development projects. 
His work on La Semilla ('The Seed'), a 
Climate Resiliency Park in San Ysidro, 
California, for Casa Familiar was high-
lighted among the firm's top 2022 proj-
ects. Arcia also spearheaded high-level 
strategy of the renewal efforts behind 
International Friendship Park, a pub-
lic space that straddles the U.S./Mexi-
co border. Working with U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection and Friends of 
Friendship Park, he participated in a 
summit to open a dialogue with federal 
officials and create conceptual design 
studies for a re-envisioned park. He can 
be reached at Ben@mcculloughla.com 
or 646-496-8101.

BENJAMIN ARCIA
Senior Associate, MUD, ASLA

McCullough Landscape 
Architecture

Melina Aluwi is Associate Princi-
pal of HED's San Diego office, 
leading Higher Education proj-

ects. As a recognized architectural lead-
er and mentor, Aluwi combines design 
passion, technical expertise, and effec-
tive management. Supported by HED's 
talented team, she plays a pivotal role 
in delivering creative solutions that 
positively impact clients, the commu-
nity, and the world. Aluwi is a lifelong 
mentor who actively shares knowledge 
and provides thought leadership to the 
community. She has served as a pre-
senter for the Association for Learn-
ing Environments and as a panelist 
for the Coalition of Adequate School 
Housing. She has been involved with 
the San Diego Architectural Founda-
tion, the Orchids & Onion fundraising 
event, and serves as a founding board 
member of the San Diego chapter of 
the National Organization for Minori-
ty Architects. She can be reached at 
MAluwi@hed.design.

MELINA ALUWI, AIA, 
LEED AP BD+C, NCARB
Associate Principal | Sector Leader

HED

Patrick Baldwin is Principal at Bur-
ton Studio. He is a landscape ar-
chitect with 24 years of experience 

in designing and planning some of the 
world's most visited destinations. Proj-
ects completed under his direction in-
clude resorts, clubs, mixed-use prop-
erties, and residential developments. 
Throughout the U.S., his projects can 
be found in California, Florida, Arizo-
na and Connecticut. Globally, his work 
can be found in Qatar, United Arab 
Emirates, Sultanate of Oman, Mexi-
co and India. Recent projects include 
worldwide iconic properties such as 
Msheireb Downtown Doha in Doha, 
Qatar; the Montage Healdsburg in 
Northern California’s wine country; 
and City Center Bishop Ranch in 
San Ramon, California. Baldwin is a 
member of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects and of the Ur-
ban Land Institute. He can be reached 
at patrick@burton-studio.com or 619-
787-1148.

PATRICK BALDWIN
Principal

Burton Studio

Joe Baruffaldi is Principal and 
Group Leader at HBG Design, 
the No. 2 hospitality and enter-

tainment design firm in the U.S. He 
manages large-scale hospitality, enter-
tainment and mixed-use design proj-
ects for HBG, including the acclaimed 
Desert Diamond West Valley Resort 
in Glendale, Arizona, and the newly 
opened Eagle Mountain Casino in Por-
terville, California. He is a contributor 
to the dialogue on industry trends as a 
speaker for the Indian Gaming Asso-
ciation and the Global Gaming Expo 
conferences. With over 30 years of ex-
perience in collaborative architecture 
and interior design, he is responsible 
for the ground-up inception of HBG 
Design's San Diego office, actively re-
cruiting, cultivating, and leading a dy-
namic design team. In 2022 and 2023, 
he achieved a 50% staff growth, in-
creasing the local team to 21 employ-
ees. He can be reached at jbaruffaldi@
hbg.design or 619-858-7888.

JOE BARUFFALDI, AIA
Principal / Group Leader

HBG Design

Mathilda Bialk is a Principal and 
Partner at Studio E Archi-
tects in San Diego, California, 

joining the firm in 2007. She brings 
thoughtful problem-solving, attention 
to detail and engaging design talents 
to her projects. With over 19 years of 
professional experience in California in 
all phases of various project sizes and 
types, she is able to balance strong or-
ganizational and technical skills with 
a deep commitment to art and design. 
Bialk has designed more than 400 units 
throughout San Diego communities, 
including three eight-story infill hous-
ing projects in the Hillcrest neighbor-
hood. She has designed student hous-
ing near SDSU – where she has served 
as an adjunct faculty member – and 
is also shaping the future of Point 
Loma Nazarene University through 
her work in helping the school with 
their new Campus Master Plan. She 
can be reached at mbialk@studioear-
chitects.com or 619-235-9262.

MATHILDA BIALK
Principal

Studio E Architects

Catherine Browne Lee is CEO 
of Parisi Portfolio, Inc. In ad-
dition to her success at Parisi 

Portfolio, she makes contributions 
to the community as well. As a lob-
byist, Browne Lee has served on 
behalf of the multi-family housing 
industry at local, state and feder-
al levels. She has also participat-
ed extensively in advocating for 
the building industry by working 
with the Building Industry Asso-
ciation. Browne Lee and her team 
at Parisi Portfolio have won several 
hundred local and national awards 
within the building industry and 
have sponsored numerous award 
programs as well. She was also 
named as one of the Top 50 Most 
Influential Women in Construction 
for 2021 by the San Diego Busi-
ness Journal. She also serves on the 
Oceanside Museum of Art board 
of  directors. She can be reached 
at cadie@parisiportfolio.com or 
858-204-8741.

CATHERINE BROWNE LEE
CEO

Parisi Portfolio, Inc.

Diane Borys is the Founding Prin-
cipal and Architectural Lighting 
Designer for Noctiluca Lighting 

Design and Consulting, an architec-
tural and landscape lighting design 
and consulting firm. Borys' passion 
for bringing light to the world – both 
literally and figuratively – has posi-
tioned her as a leader in her industry. 
As a certified interior designer with 
an engineering background, she 
serves as a translator between the 
engineering, design and ownership 
teams. she is currently working on 
and overseeing numerous high-pro-
file projects including multiple proj-
ects for a confidential tech company, 
renovation of the UCSD Data Sci-
ence building, Fox Farm in Encinitas 
and numerous multi-family mixed-
use projects across the country. Borys 
is also the founder and continues to 
lead the San Diego chapter of Wom-
en in Lighting + Design. She can be 
reached at diane@noctilucalighting.
com or 858-876-2326.

DIANE BORYS
Founding Principal | 

Architectural Lighting Designer
Noctiluca Lighting

Kara Burger is Studio Manag-
er, Interior Architecture & De-
sign at Ware Malcomb. She is 

a NCIDQ certified interior design-
er and manages all aspects of proj-
ect design, client relationships and 
BD/pursuit opportunities. Her nine 
years of project experience includes 
corporate office, workplace, retail, 
creative office, golf, and restaurant 
projects. Burger has also managed 
the accounts for some of San Diego's 
largest commercial landlords. Burger 
graduated with a Bachelor of Inte-
rior Architecture from the Univer-
sity of Oregon. After joining Ware 
Malcomb in 2016 as a designer, she 
quickly worked her way up through 
multiple roles and now leads the in-
terior architecture & design studio in 
the firm's San Diego office. Burger is 
active in the San Diego commercial 
real estate industry and is involved in 
the San Diego chapter of NAIOP as 
an elected Developing Leaders board 
member.

KARA BURGER
Studio Manager, Interior 
Architecture & Design

Ware Malcomb

Kevin Burke is Senior Associate 
and Senior Architectural De-
signer at HBG Design San Di-

ego. An award-winning, charismatic 
design leader of multi-million-dollar 
national and regional resort projects, 
Burke's passion extends into a deep un-
derstanding of casino and hotel oper-
ations and the business side of his cli-
ents' design investments. Most recently, 
he has put his creative mark on proj-
ect types ranging from master plan-
ning to resort design to interior ven-
ue designs, including the PREMIER 
Rock & Brews Casino and restaurant, 
opened 2022 in Oklahoma, and the ac-
claimed Desert Diamond West Valley 
Resort in Glendale, Arizona. His de-
signs have been recognized with AIA 
Design Awards and American Gaming 
Association Casino Design Awards for 
Best Architectural & Interior Design 
as well as the City of Los Angeles Cul-
tural Affairs Commission Architectural 
Design Excellence Awards. He can be 
reached at kburke@hbg.design.

KEVIN BURKE, AIA, NCARB, LEED AP
Senior Associate / Senior 
Architectural Designer

HBG Design

Ari Coghlan, Associate IIDA, 
Senior Associate, Design Di-
rector, Studio Director, has 

been with Gensler for over 12 years. 
Her knowledge of the latest design 
trends and available technologies 
creates valuable design solutions. 
She is the client relationship leader 
for the Irvine Company in San Di-
ego and has overseen more than 500 
tenant improvements projects for 
The Irvine Company over the past 
few years. Her experience encom-
passes various stages of large- and 
small-scale projects, implementing 
design from concept and research 
through construction administra-
tion. She is focused on immersing 
herself into each client’s needs, cul-
ture, values, and objectives in order 
to create a space that emulates their 
brand, while providing a healthy, ef-
ficient, dynamic environment that 
supports the needs of the user. She 
can be reached at ariana_coghlan@
gensler.com or 619-557-2587.

ARI COGHLAN
Associate IIDA, Senior Associate, 
Design Director, Studio Director

Gensler

Annie Chiang, an architectural de-
signer at SmithGroup, is passion-
ate about building dynamic and re-

silient connections between architecture, 
community and the environment. She is 
driven by the changing needs of health-
care organizations, users and stakehold-
ers to develop innovative solutions to 
build healthier, more resilient, sustain-
able and just environments. She is a 
thought leader exploring the challeng-
es of healthcare access in megacities, and 
resiliency and adaptability of healthcare 
facilities. This year, Chiang co-led a win-
ning team out of the SmithGroup’s San 
Diego office on the AIA California Ar-
chitecture at Zero 2023 competition cen-
tered around climate justice, resiliency, 
and decarbonization for a farming in-
novation lab in the historic Black-owned 
town of Allensworth, California. Chiang 
is also co-leader of the Justice Equity Di-
versity and Inclusion Committee for the 
firm’s Southern California offices. She 
can be reached at annie.chiang@smith-
group.com or 619-329-6584.

ANNIE CHIANG
Architectural Designer

SmithGroup
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congratulates

Robert J. Gdowski aia
principal / director of hospitality design

on being selected as a 
Leader of Influence in Architecture & Design 

see more of bob’s work at jcj.com
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Jean-Claude Constandse is the Busi-
ness Development & Marketing 
Principal and a founding partner 

of CPCArchitects in San Diego. Ed-
ucated at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
and with more than 24 years of expe-
rience, Constandse is responsible for es-
tablishing, maintaining and improving 
client relationships. He has developed 
a wide range of multidisciplinary skills 
throughout his experience as a licensed 
architect with NBBJ and LPA. His skill 
set includes construction administra-
tion, management, design, coordina-
tion, business development, sales and 
furniture. He is a natural collaborator, 
bringing great energy to the develop-
ment of ideas and processes which en-
able clients to realize their goals, and is 
experienced in all phases of the design 
and delivery of complex projects. He is 
especially valuable to the team during 
the construction phase of a project. He 
can be reached at Jean-Claude@cpcar-
chitects.com or 858-449-3066.

JEAN-CLAUDE CONSTANDSE
Principal

CPCArchitects Inc.

Cyrus Cowasjee is President/CEO, 
LEED AP| NCARB | AIA | 
USGBC at Cyrus Cowasjee Archi-

tects, Inc. Cowasjee has been practicing 
architecture for 33 years and has designed 
several million square feet of award-win-
ning projects for both the private and 
public sectors. He strives to reflect clients’ 
core values by understanding their work 
processes and providing creative options 
through the dynamic use of space and 
measured through tangible results. He has 
received many awards, including NAIOP 
San Diego Merit Award - Best Interiors 

- American Specialty Health World Head-
quarters and AIA Iowa Merit Award of 
Excellence for the city of Des Moines An-
imal Shelter. He recently completed a data 
center project for the Riverside County of 
Education Data Center and completed a 
consolidation of six floors into three for 
Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group Bank 
(MUFG) Union Bank administrative 
offices. He can be reached at  cyrus@
ccaarch.com or 760-201-6478.

CYRUS COWASJEE
President / CEO

Cyrus Cowasjee Architects, 
Inc.

Maegen Curry is Associate 
Principal at ID Studios. She 
earned a BA from the Univer-

sity of Washington, a BFA from the 
Design Institute of San Diego and is 
licensed by NCIDQ, the highest level 
of interior design certification. Since 
joining ID Studios in 2014 Curry has 
worked on the design of both hospi-
tality and corporate projects as she 
expanded her skills into project man-
agement. Her most recent accom-
plishment is leading the design for 
Tandem Diabetes’ new headquarters. 
Currey this year became a sharehold-
er, helping to cement the future for 
upcoming generations of leaders at 
ID Studios. Her leadership in online 
marketing efforts for ID Studios have 
resulted in a 200% increase in ID Stu-
dios’ social media following. She is an 
active member of the Special Events 
Committee for CREW San Diego 
and is on the planning committee for 
Unravel Pediatric Cancer.

MAEGEN CURRY
Associate Principal 

ID Studios, Inc.

With two decades of award-win-
ning and place-altering work, 
Ben Dalton, Partner at Miller 

Hull, brings enthusiasm and unbridled 
vision to his projects with complete re-
spect for context, ensuring that every 
environment is invariably improved 
and every person who experiences 
that space is markedly better. Known 
for his ability to establish beauty and 
usability from even the most complex 
programs, Dalton has led the design for 
several of the most seminal projects of 
Miller Hull’s local practice. He leads the 
Southern California studio with clear 
vision and purpose and strives to high-
light San Diego’s distinct attributes. He 
has expanded its work into the Univer-
sity of California higher education sys-
tem with two projects: the renovation of 
the Computer Science and Engineering 
Building at UCSD, and the Riverside 
OASIS Clean Tech Park Pre-design and 
BOD. He can be reached at dalton@
millerhull.com or 206-551-3036.

BEN DALTON
Partner

The Miller Hull Partnership, 
LLP

Dan Dubrow, Senior Principal at Ar-
chitects Mosher Drew, is a seasoned 
and accomplished architect with more 

than 25 years of experience in site planning, 
building design and construction manage-
ment. Dubrow’s technical understanding 
and strategic leadership in managing com-
plex projects through site analysis, program-
matic needs integration, design delivery, and 
construction administration have made him 
a respected firm leader and project team 
manager. Focused on developing strong 
relationships throughout the architecture 
and construction industries in San Diego, 
he is a respected firm leader, project team 
manager and liaison for clients, educators 
and students with numerous projects in-
cluding new construction, expansion and 
renovation. He prioritizes scheduling, bud-
geting and client coordination from con-
cept to completion, and is committed to 
being a team player. He also mentors staff  
to develop a well-rounded team of archi-
tects and designers. He can be reached at 
dand@mosherdrew.com or 619-223-2400.

DAN  DUBROW
Senior Principal

Architects Mosher Drew

Anne Denmon is Lead Kitchen and 
Bath Designer at Blush Interior De-
signs, Inc. Denmon has more than 

20 years of experience in the home im-
provement industry, starting at a home 
center, progressing to the dealer channel 
and now at a design firm. Accredited by 
the National Kitchen and Bath Associa-
tion (NKBA) and a certified Associate 
Kitchen & Bath Designer, she demon-
strates a high level of expertise and profes-
sionalism in kitchen and bathroom design. 
Denmon collaborates closely with clients 
to ensure their style preferences are incor-
porated into the design, resulting in fresh 
and personalized spaces. She possesses a 
comprehensive understanding of building 
codes and regulations, facilitating effective 
communication with vendors and trades-
men to ensure accurate implementation 
on the jobsite. She also prioritizes client 
satisfaction and stays up to date with the 
latest trends and innovations in the indus-
try. She can be reached at nne@blushinte-
riordesigns.com or 217-898-3882.

ANNE DENMON
Lead Kitchen & Bath Designer

Blush Interior Designs, Inc. 

Matthew Ellis, Principal, is the 
leader of PGAL’s San Di-
ego office. Founded in 1946, 

PGAL is an international design 
firm specializing in architecture, in-
teriors, and planning for a diverse 
portfolio of public and private sec-
tor clients. For more than 25 years, 
Ellis has been at the forefront of San 
Diego architecture, designing iconic 
restaurants including Juniper & Ivy, 
Kettner Exchange and Cowboy Star. 
He has also served as a key figure in 
San Diego’s life science boom, plan-
ning and designing campus ameni-
ties for major developers including 
Alexandria (Farmer & The Seahorse, 
Green Acre, Park Commons) and 
Longfellow (Biovista, which opened 
in 2023, and Bioterra, which is in de-
sign). He is the designer of some of 
the most popular and recognizable 
restaurants in the county, including 
California English and Mavericks 
Beach Club. He can be reached at 
mellis@pgal.com or 619-269-5288.

MATTHEW ELLIS
Principal

PGAL

Nancy Escano, Co-Founder and 
Managing Principal, is central to 
DGA’s ascent to become one of 

the country’s foremost life science re-
search and development facility design 
firms. For 30 years, Escano’s expertise 
and enthusiasm have earned her respect 
and repeat business of leading research 
institutions and life science companies. 
Her skills are sought after by emerg-
ing technology companies who benefit 
from boundless programming and de-
sign experience that makes her one of 
the West Coast’s leading research labo-
ratory planners. She co-founded DGA 
in 1995 with a highly collaborative ap-
proach, empowering and mentoring the 
next generation of architects, design-
ers and laboratory planners. She spear-
headed the establishment of DGA’s San 
Diego office in 2002 and has grown the 
office to 55 staff members. She has pre-
sented numerous lectures on laboratory 
design to life science industry organi-
zations as well as Stanford University 
and UC Berkeley.

NANCY ESCANO
Managing Principal

DGA

Rich Guerena, Principal at ID 
Studios, received his BArch at 
USC and has worked in the ar-

chitecture industry for more than 25 
years. He is a highly skilled and ex-
perienced architect registered in the 
state of California and a member of 
the AIA. He is also certified by the 
USGBC as a LEED AP associate. 
He has embraced this leadership role 
which includes both technical lead-
ership and mentorship alongside his 
continued role as project manager. 
Since becoming a Principal in 2022, 
Guerena has steadily increased his 
shareholder status, ensuring a bright 
future for upcoming generations of 
leaders at ID Studios. A strong ad-
vocate for the young employees at 
ID Studios, he has been instrumen-
tal in developing ID Studios’ Career 
Development program, which pro-
vides employees with the skills and 
knowledge they need to succeed in 
the workplace. support the many 
non-profit organizations.

RICH GUERENA
Principal

ID Studios, Inc.

Robert J. Gdowski, AIA, Principal/
Director of Hospitality Design, JCJ 
Architecture, is a design-oriented Ar-

chitect and Master Planner who excels 
within the cross-functional environments 
of luxury hospitality, casino gaming and 
mixed-use development. His career has 
taken him to destination markets across 
the U.S. and Asia, leading the design of 
billions of dollars’ worth of built enter-
tainment and hospitality developments. 
Gdowski is a guest experience-driven de-
signer and leader, with a passion for help-
ing teams achieve collective success. He 
brings a blend of design and planning ex-
pertise to the regional market, informed 
by a career working with the top enter-
tainment and hospitality destination de-
velopers, including Wynn Resorts, Bally’s 
Corporation and MGM Resorts Interna-
tional. He has collaborated with Tribal 
Nations to bring to market commercial/
hospitality developments that help to ad-
vance goals around economic prosperity 
and self-determination. He can be reached 
at rgdowski@jcj.com or 619-516-8863.

ROBERT J. GDOWSKI, AIA
Principal, Director of 
Hospitality Design
JCJ Architecture

Emilia Franceschi is Lead Designer 
at Moniker Design Studio. With 
a decade of industry experience, 

Franceschi brings forth captivating 
designs inspired by nature, sustain-
ability and community. The Cal State 
Long Beach graduate honed her project 
management skills through roles at var-
ious boutique design firms and working 
abroad in Bali, Indonesia, followed by 
a corporate role with IKEA San Di-
ego. Uniting her professional experienc-
es and global perspective, Franceschi 
brings a sense of individualized atten-
tion to each project she leads with Mon-
iker Design Studio. She spearheaded 
the custom furniture design for Moni-
ker General in Liberty Station – a retail 
shop, craft cocktail bar and coffee shop 
all under one roof -- allowing for more 
gathering and collaboration within the 
space. She is leading interior design and 
branding efforts in the revival of North 
Park’s Waldorf Building and is head de-
signer for two new coffee shop spaces 
within Moniker’s portfolio.

EMILIA FRANCESCHI
Lead Designer

Moniker Design Studio

Alex Gutiérrez, Design Director 
& Associate Principal at Car-
rier Johnson + Culture, over-

sees all designs created by the com-
pany. Born in San Diego and raised 
in Mexico, Gutiérrez’s diverse portfo-
lio of work now spans the globe, but 
is heavily concentrated in downtown 
San Diego. He plays a large role in 
the design of San Diego’s urban core. 
He has recently served as lead de-
signer on many ground-up urban 
mixed-use developments. Those in-
clude the recently-topped-out Court-
house Commons South Block in the 
heart of downtown San Diego and 
Radian at 9th and G project. He has 
helped shape the designs of San Di-
ego's newest affordable housing de-
velopments, serving as Lead De-
signer on Affirmed Housing’s The 
Helm, The Link, and Cypress and 
a fourth affordable housing project 
beginning design in Grantville. He 
was also lead designer on Cal State 
East Bay’s CORE Library.

ALEX GUTIÉRREZ
Design Director & Associate 

Principal
Carrier Johnson + Culture
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PALOMAR COLLEGE LEARNING RESOURCE CENTER

MUSEUM OF CONTEMPORARY ART, SAN DIEGO - WITH SELLDORF ARCHITECTS

EL CERRITO HOUSING

LPADesignStudios.com

EVERY SCALE.

EVERY BUDGET.

EVERY PROJECT.
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Edward M. Holakiewicz AIA is 
Senior Principal and President 
at Architects Mosher Drew. He 

has served the architectural commu-
nity as a business professional, de-
sign leader and educator, and he has 
been involved in multiple communi-
ty associations. As a Senior Princi-
pal and now President of Architects 
Mosher Drew, he has re-established 
Architects Mosher Drew's position 
as a design leader in San Diego and 
he’s a supporter of business associ-
ations and education. Several col-
leagues at Mosher Drew have joined 
the firm to partner with him, high-
lighting his passion and energy as a 
design and business leader. During 
his tenure, he has grown the firm 
by 300% in terms of revenue and 
staff. Under his leadership, the firm 
has garnered several local, state and 
national design awards. He can be 
reached at edh@mosherdrew.com or 
619-223-2400, extension 113.

EDWARD M. HOLAKIEWICZ AIA
Senior Principal | President

Architects Mosher Drew

Marlene Imirzian is the President 
as well as Founding Principal of 
Marlene Imirzian & Associates 

Architects Ltd. The business is known 
for its design excellence, project perfor-
mance and leadership in integration of 
sustainable design practices for build-
ing. Her work includes projects rang-
ing from medical offices and commer-
cial offices to major college instruction-
al buildings. Recent clients include San 
Diego Community College District, UC 
San Diego, Southwestern Community 
College District and Vallecitos Water 
District. Her work has been published 
internationally and has been featured in 

"Desert Architecture" and "1000x Archi-
tecture of the Americas." She is a pas-
sionate collaborator and has developed 
innovative and comprehensive designs 
with top engineers in San Diego. She 
serves as a guest lecturer and a visiting 
critic at architectural schools. She can 
be reached at 760-480-5548 or mimir-
zian@imirzian-architects.com.

MARLENE IMIRZIAN
President

Marlene Imirzian & Associates 
Architects Ltd.

Christie Jewett is a Principal at 
COAR Design Group. She joined 
COAR in 2010 and became De-

sign Principal in 2020. She is a licensed 
architect, DBIA accredited profession-
al and a nationally recognized expert 
in fire station design. She is truly pas-
sionate about creating safe, healthy 
and efficient stations for departments 
throughout the state of California, in-
cluding more than 25 fire stations in 
her time at COAR. Her ability to lead 
workshops, present designs and work 
collaboratively makes her an invalu-
able member of any team. She’s re-
ceived more than 30 design awards for 
projects throughout her career, includ-
ing awards from Firehouse Magazine, 
Engineering News Record, Orchids 
and Onions, DBIA and APWA. She 
is an ACE Mentor Team Leader, Eco 
Engineering Academy Board President 
and Habitat for Humanity volunteer. 
She can be reached at 619-552-2951 or 
christie@coargroup.com.

CHRISTIE JEWETT
Principal

COAR Design Group

Dave Irelan is Principal at Delaw-
ie. He is the Principal-in-Charge 
and leads the design of the 250-

room Garden Street Hotel in Santa 
Barbara and renovations to the five-
star Grand Del Mar Resort in Car-
mel Valley. Irelan is also the Project 
Lead Architect on Sorrento Gate-
way, the recently completed 150,000 
square foot life science project set to 
achieve LEED Silver. Irelan manag-
es all phases of projects and utilizes 
his wealth of knowledge and talent 
to ensure that projects are carried 
out and completed on schedule, on 
budget and most importantly, of the 
highest quality. His experience spans 
an array of project types, including 
large-scale, high-profile projects in 
hospitality and entertainment, life sci-
ence and military projects utilizing 
his mixed use, hotel, restaurant, retail 
and theater project experience. He 
can be reached at direlan@delawie.
com or 619-299-6690, extension 1164.

DAVE IRELAN
Princpal
Delawie

Jeff Katz is President and Prin-
cipal-in-Charge at COAR De-
sign Group. He founded Jeff  

Katz Architecture in 1992 and re-
branded it to COAR Design Group 
in 2022. COAR — a combination 
of Community Architects — fo-
cuses on spaces ranging from pub-
lic safety to recreation. He has led 
the growth of the firm to two offices 
and 30 personnel. He is nationally 
recognized as an expert in the field 
of fire station design and speaks at 
the FireHouse Station Design Con-
ference annually about various in-
novations implemented on COAR 
fire stations. He is a volunteer with 
Habitat for Humanity, a San Diego 
ACE Mentor and a Registered De-
sign Professional Volunteer for the 
Office of Emergency Services. He is 
registered with the National Coun-
cil of Architectural Registration 
Boards. He can be reached at jeff@
coargroup.com or 619-552-2962.

JEFF KATZ
President & Principal-in-

Charge
COAR Design Group

Matt Kingdon is a Principal at 
COAR Design Group. He 
has been a Principal for sev-

en years, managing the firm's Enter-
tainment and Recreation Division. A 
strong leader with meticulous atten-
tion to detail and a strong work ethic, 
he has worked with a variety of cli-
ents on public and private projects, 
including community centers, pools, 
animal shelters, zoos, aquariums and 
more. In the past year, he has been 
heavily involved in the facilities remod-
el for the San Diego Humane Society. 
He has more than 10 design awards 
for projects, including awards from 
Firehouse Magazine, Engineering 
News Record, Orchids and Onions, 
DBIA and APWA. He is an Urban 
Land Institute member and Habitat 
for Humanity volunteer. He received 
his bachelor of science in architec-
ture from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 
in 2009. He can be reached at 619-552-
2632 or matt@coargroup.com.

MATT KINGDON
Principal

COAR Design Group

Lance Lareau is District Archi-
tect at the San Diego Commu-
nity College District (SDCCD). 

He is a highly accomplished architect 
with more than 25 years of industry 
experience. During his tenure at the 
SDCCD, he has been instrumental 
in delivering innovative and func-
tional designs that meet the unique 
needs of educational environments. 
He played a key role in the successful 
implementation and execution and 
completion of the Proposition S&N 
Bond Programs, delivering more than 
$1.5 billion of much needed renova-
tions, upgrades and new facilities 
district wide. He has been an active 
participant within the AEC indus-
try in 2022 and 2023, volunteering 
his time and expertise with CMAA 
and SMPS. He also played a critical 
role in the application for and award 
of state grant money to fund housing 
for low-income and at-risk students 
at City College.

LANCE LAREAU
District Architect

The San Diego Community 
College District

Jennette La Quire, AIA, NCARB, 
LEED AP is Principal, Business 
Leader – Pre-K-12 at HED. With 

a focus on client culture and needs, she 
builds strong relationships and passion-
ately creates learning spaces. Her man-
agement experience at the San Diego of-
fice grants her deep knowledge of state 
agencies that govern school construc-
tion. She celebrated the ribbon-cutting 
of the new Lakeside Library, a signifi-
cant community resource and sustain-
able signature building. Her leadership 
in the Grossmont UHSD showcases 
her commitment to fostering and im-
plementing sustainable design in the 
region. She spearheaded the develop-
ment of an innovative bus maintenance 
facility, emphasizing green technology 
and electric transportation. La Quire 
also contributes to the future generation 
of designers and clients as an adjunct 
professor at San Diego State Universi-
ty's interior architecture program. She 
can be reached at jlaquire@hed.design.

JENNETTE LA QUIRE, 
AIA, NCARB, LEED AP

Principal | Business Leader - Pre K-12
HED

Brian Koshley is a Regional Di-
rector at Ware Malcomb. He has 
more than 35 years of experience 

in architectural design. He joined the 
company in 2021, where he oversees all 
aspects of architecture, interior archi-
tecture and client relationships for the 
San Diego offices. He has contribut-
ed to more than 160 projects and pur-
suits in less than two years and led the 
growth of Ware Malcomb's San Di-
ego offices to be one of the most suc-
cessful regions within the company. He 
is also heavily involved with ongoing 
communication and coordination of 
architectural and interior architec-
ture design, as well as on-site project 
supervision that includes consultant, 
contractor and vendor coordination. 
He’s worked closely with public and 
private sector clients and is committed 
to empowering people through busi-
ness intelligence-based design. He can 
be reached at bkoshley@waremalcomb.
com or 858-638-7277, extension 1656.

BRIAN M. KOSHLEY, AIA
Regional Director
Ware Malcomb

Brad Lenahan is a Partner at Ground-
Level Landscape Architecture, Inc. 
He brings more than 28 years of ex-

perience to the design of public-use facili-
ties and campuses. These projects include 
commercial office, K-12 and university 
campuses, multifamily residential and 
mixed-use developments. He has a prov-
en record of leading complex, design in-
tensive projects from their initial concept 
design through final construction. He is 
a great listener with an ability to articu-
late creative design solutions to his clients. 
His combination of creativity, technical 
knowledge and built-project experience 
allow him to design dynamic outdoor 
spaces at any scale. He was featured on 
the company’s first cover of a magazine 
(Ocean Home) for the design of a signa-
ture home on Maui. He was also a design 
competition winner for Oceanside's Ge-
nentech first-of-its-kind comprehensive 
landscape master plan for its existing 60-
acre campus. He can be reached at blena-
han@groundlevelsd.com or 619-325-1990.

BRAD  LENAHAN
Partner

GroundLevel Landscape 
Architecture, Inc

Matthew MacLeod, LEED AP, 
ASLA, is a Principal at Bur-
ton Studio. He has nearly 20 

years of experience leading the site 
and landscape design for some of the 
world's most iconic hospitality, retail, 
corporate, institutional and urban 
developments. While he participates 
extensively in all project stages, he is 
particularly adept at translating con-
cepts into physical form. With the 
Rady Shell at Jacobs Park, Burton 
Studio worked closely with Tucker 
Sadler Architects to assist the San 
Diego Symphony in realizing its vi-
sion of a permanent outdoor per-
formance venue. MacLeod led the 
vision for the site itself, crafting the 
concert lawn, new pedestrian circula-
tion pathways, public gathering areas, 
a fitness station circuit, a refined sys-
tem of site furnishings and improve-
ments to the overall Embarcadero 
Marina Park. He can be reached at 
matthew@burton-studio.com.

MATTHEW MACLEOD
Principal

Burton Studio

Christina Mannion is Studio Man-
ager, Architecture, at Ware Mal-
comb. She has been a trusted ad-

viser and advocate of the industry as 
an architect, representative, designer, 
practitioner, planner, administrator, 
facilitator and leader since 1995. At 
Ware Malcomb, she leads the growth 
and management of the San Diego Ar-
chitecture and Science & Technology 
Studios. She has more than 28 years of 
experience in science and technology, 
workplace, civic infrastructure, mixed-
use housing, higher education and mas-
ter planning. She holds a B.A. in sociol-
ogy and city planning from UC Santa 
Cruz and a master of architecture from 
NewSchool of Architecture & Design, 
San Diego, where she graduated vale-
dictorian. In addition, she studied Ur-
ban Design at University of Vienna, 
Austria, and Real Estate Development 
for Architects at Woodbury Universi-
ty. She is a member of the American 
Institute of Architects.

CHRISTINA MANNION
Studio Manager, Architecture

Ware Malcomb
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Edward Holakiewicz, AIA & Dan Dubrow, AIA
Senior Principals, Architects Mosher Drew
2023 Leaders of Influence in Architecture & Design 

Ed & Dan! 
c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s

At Architects Mosher Drew, we believe that Architecture 
is a shared endeavor.  We craft innovative solutions which 
enrich programmatic and sensory intent, engage the greater 

community, and achieve tangible success. 
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Neal McFarlane is the sole owner 
of McFarlane Architects, a mid-
sized architectural, planning, and 

interior design firm specializing in the 
design of life science and advanced 
technology facilities. The firm practic-
es in multiple markets, including Los 
Angeles, San Francisco, Phoenix, and 
Salt Lake City.  McFarlane started his 
architectural career in 1985, working 
for small, mid-sized, and national ar-
chitect/engineering firms. He formed 
McFarlane Architects in 2003 and be-
gan to specialize in the design of life 
science and advanced technology facili-
ties in 1995. He is licensed in California, 
Arizona, Utah, and Texas, and has de-
signed more than 12 million square feet 
of life science facilities including some 
highly specialized, first-of-their-kind 
facilities. McFarlane earned a bach-
elor’s degree in finance from the Uni-
versity of Utah and a master’s degree 
in architecture from the University of 
Utah School of Architecture.

NEAL MCFARLANE
President & CEO

McFarlane Architeccts, Inc.

David Marshall is the president and 
senior principal of Heritage Archi-
tecture & Planning. He has worked 

extensively in all phases of design, con-
struction documents, presentation draw-
ings and construction observation. He is 
a sought-after expert for the restoration 
and adaptive reuse of historic structures. 
Marshall has worked on many signifi-
cant buildings, including the Western 
Metal Supply Co. at PETCO Park, 
Organ Pavilion, Balboa Theatre, Top 
Gun House, Cabrillo Bridge, and Ho-
tel del Coronado. He is past president 
of SOHO and served on the city's His-
torical Resources Board for six years. 
He also served on the board of Forever 
Balboa Park and was president of the 
California Preservation Foundation. He 
is a published author of “San Diego’s 
Balboa Park.” Marshall earned a bach-
elor’s degree in architecture from Cali-
fornia Polytechnic University Pomona. 
He can be reached at david@heritagear-
chitecture.com or 619-933-7601.

DAVID MARSHALL, AIA
President

Heritage Architecture & 
Planning

Alexandra Milkovich is associate/se-
nior interior designer at HBG De-
sign. She has been a highly involved 

member of the International Interior De-
sign Association Southern California and 
Dallas chapters, demonstrating her out-
of-the-box creative acumen by receiving 
multiple awards from IIDA chapter design 
competitions, where her designs were se-
lected as Most Innovative, Best Construc-
tion, Most Functional, and Best Concept. 
Her commercial and restaurant designs 
have won seven design industry awards, 
including a prestigious IIDA Excellence in 
Design Award and an ENR (Engineering 
News-Record) Global Best Projects Award. 
She has crafted a portfolio that includes 
Sycuan Casino Resort, Caesars Entertain-
ment, and the Premier Rock & Brews Ca-
sino and restaurant. Milkovich earned a 
bachelor's degree from rom Arizona State 
University and a master’s degree in archi-
tecture and product design from Kansas 
State University. She can be reached at 
amilkovich@hbg.design or 214-799-4379.

ALEXANDRA MILKOVICH, 
IIDA, NCIDQ

Associate / Senior Interior Designer
HBG Design

Michelle Morgan is a senior in-
terior designer at Taylor De-
sign specializing in behavioral 

health projects. She is a passionate 
proponent of designing with empa-
thy, leaning into the human experi-
ence and considering the impact of 
her work on all users and the com-
munity. She takes a broad view in 
her work, incorporating perspectives 
from patients and staff, and from her 
experiences in other building sectors. 
She helped in redesigning the Sharp 
Mary Birch Hospital for Women & 
Newborns and eventually was able 
to deliver her son in one of its rooms. 
Morgan wanted to be a doctor, but 
missed using her creative abilities, 
so she chose to mix the two by be-
coming an interior designer with a 
focus on healthcare. She earned a 
bachelor's degree in interior design 
from The Art Institute. Contact her 
at mmorgan@wearetaylor.com or 
619-398-0447.

MICHELLE MORGAN
Senior Interior Designer

Taylor Design

A partner/principal at GroundLev-
el Landscape Architecture, Ian 
Morris began as a draftsman 

and a great coffee maker in a residen-
tial estate design-build firm in Chica-
go, and learned then that the process 
of design always starts with one key 
element – a story. A story provides 
coherence to an idea and guidance to 
creating great places and Morris loves 
to tell a great story. Through his more 
than 25 years in design, Morris has 
crafted great places, from estate gar-
dens, to resorts, to multifamily hous-
ing and mixed-use developments. He 
believes that the future will bring great 
things, timeless design, and innova-
tive thinking for our built and natu-
ral world. A member of the Ameri-
can Society of Landscape Architects, 
Morris earned a bachelor's degree in 
landscape architecture from the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison. He can 
be reached at imorris@groundlevelsd.
com or 619-550-7089.

IAN  MORRIS
Partner

GroundLevel Landscape 
Architecture, Inc

Promoted to principal at Delaw-
ie in 2023, Alison Morita is the 
first woman to become a prin-

cipal at the firm. She has been with 
Delawie since 2005, where Morita 
manages a variety of projects for 
education, hospitality and life sci-
ence clients. Morita is currently the 
project manager for several Delawie 
projects, including the Helen Wood-
ward Animal Education Center and 
Eldorado Country Club's Fitness & 
Spa Facility as well as several life 
science projects. Morita previous-
ly served as the project architect for 
BioLegend's campus master plan 
and corporate headquarters and 
Montage Healdsburg, a luxury re-
sort in Northern California. Morita 
earned a bachelor’s degree in archi-
tecture from California Polytechnic 
State University San Luis Obispo. 
Contact Morita at amorita@delaw-
ie.com or 619-299-6690.

ALISON  MORITA
Principal
Delawie
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Greg Mueller demonstrates excep-
tional leadership by actively par-
ticipating in the planning and de-

sign process as design principal at Tuck-
er Sadler Architects. His hands-on ap-
proach ensures that every project bene-
fits from his expertise and creative vision 
from concept to ribbon cutting. Muel-
ler’s visionary designs have transformed 
the San Diego waterfront with projects 
such as the Rady Shell at Jacobs Park, 
Portside Pier, and Sun Outdoors San 
Diego Bay Resort. Combining innova-
tive design, sustainable practices and a 
deep understanding of coastal aesthet-
ics, Mueller has created structures that 
seamlessly integrate with the stunning 
waterfront. Under his guidance, Tucker 
Sadler Architects has championed di-
versity and an inclusive community with 
a staff that is 55% minority women. He 
actively mentors architects and design-
ers, empowering them to reach their full 
potential and contribute meaningfully 
to the field of architecture and design.

GREGORY MUELLER
Design Principal & CEO
Tucker Sadler Architects

Alejandra Nadal is a project direc-
tor of Taylor Design. For more 
than 23 years, Nadal has pro-

vided architectural design services to 
some of San Diego's leading health-
care and higher education institu-
tions.  Since 2021, she has served as 
Scripps Encinitas Acute Care Building 
project director. The 226,000-square-
foot building with a construction val-
ue of more than $300 million is due 
for completion in 2030. Nadal un-
derstands the importance of work-
ing cooperatively with regulatory 
agencies. She is adept at projects of 
all sizes, managing everything from 
small equipment replacements to new, 
large-scale healthcare facilities. Nadal 
is a hands-on design professional, nur-
turing both the teams and the projects 
that she oversees.  She loves seeing her 
projects unveiled because “it validates 
everything I do.” Nadal earned a mas-
ter’s degree in architecture from the In-
stituto Tecnologico de Tijuana.

ALEJANDRA NADAL
Senior Associate | Project 

Director
Taylor Design

Eric Naslund is a principal and 
founding partner at Studio E Ar-
chitects. He led the design of many 

of the firm's award-winning projects, 
serving as principal-in-charge and de-
signer on numerous affordable and stu-
dent housing, urban infill and new com-
munity plans. His work has been rec-
ognized with awards and appeared in 
publications worldwide. His sensitivity 
to the design of humane places rooted 
in their location has helped earn the 
firm a reputation for innovative, sus-
tainable and people-focused architec-
ture. Naslund is a Fellow of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects and was one 
of San Diego's youngest recipients of 
this honor. He served as the chair of the 
San Diego Planning Commission and 
chaired multiple community planning 
groups. Naslund earned a bachelor’s 
degree in architecture from California 
Polytechnic State University San Luis 
Obispo. Contact him at enaslund@stu-
dioearchitects.com or 619-235-9262.

ERIC NASLUND
Principal

Studio E Architects

Kevin Nyhoff is a design principal in 
CannonDesign's San Diego office. 
He's recognized as a master facilita-

tor, always observing, collecting ideas and 
distilling conditions into design possibilities 
that improve communities, business out-
comes and the human condition. His ca-
reer-spanning work includes signature proj-
ects such as Adidas North American Head-
quarters, the Stanford University Graduate 
School of Business Knight Management 
Center, Virginia Tech's Integrated Arts Cen-
ter, King Edward’s Arts Hub and Incubator 
and the Royal Albert Museum Gift Shop. 
His current projects include the new pas-
senger replacement terminal at Hollywood 
Burbank Airport, California State Univer-
sity Long Beach's Health and Human Ser-
vices Building, San Bernardino Valley Col-
lege's Student Success Building, and Nex-
core's Hydrogen 1 in Los Angeles. Nyhoff 
earned a bachelor’s degree in architecture 
and environmental design and a master’s 
degree in architecture from Dalhouise Uni-
versity. He can be reached at knyhoff@can-
nondesign.com or 619-819-7937.

KEVIN NYHOFF
Design Principal
CannonDesign

As the managing principal for 
HMC Architects' San Diego of-
fice, Kyle Peterson is responsible 

for the studio's strategic direction and 
overall performance. He supports the 
growth and development of an excep-
tionally talented team with the deep 
resources of a large, nationally recog-
nized design firm.  As Community + 
Culture Practice leader, Peterson is re-
sponsible for the firmwide vision and 
strategic growth of HMC's Community 
+ Culture Practice and delivering upon 
HMC's mission of design for good with 
their clients and communities. He has 
contributed to growing office revenue 
and staff by 33% year over year in 2022 
and year to date in 2023. He sits on 
HMC's board of directors as an advi-
sor and HMC's executive committee. 
Peterson earned a bachelor’s degree in 
architecture from California State Poly-
technic University Pomona. Contact 
him at 213-663-3172 or kyle.peterson@
hmcarchitects.com.

KYLE PETERSON
Community + Culture Practice 
Leader | Managing Principal

HMC Architects

Nathan Ouren, project director and 
senior associate at Gensler, joined 
Gensler San Diego in 2008 and 

has more than 29 years of experience. 
Since working with Gensler in the San 
Diego and Minneapolis offices, Ouren 
has been a part of successful teams and 
projects of every scale. He has worked 
with team members across the firm in-
cluding in New York, Boston, La Crosse, 
Costa Rica, Bangalore, Charlotte, Chi-
cago, Denver, Los Angeles, Newport 
Beach, Portland, Austin and Houston. 
He is a design manager for the new San 
Diego International Airport, Terminal 1 
and roadways replacement project. The 
two-story, 1.2 million-square-foot build-
ing with 30 gates will replace the exist-
ing 1960s-era terminal. In September 
2022, he became the Education and Avi-
ation Studio co-director. Ouren earned 
a bachelor’s degree in architecture from 
North Dakota State University. Contact 
him at nathan_ouren@gensler.com, or 
619-557-2510.

NATHAN OUREN
AIA, LEED AP, LEED AP BD+C, 

NCARB, Project Director, Senior Associate
Gensler

Congratulations
to HBG Design’s 

Influencers of 
Architecture & Design

Enthusiastic members of• 

San Diego’s design community, 

serving the region’s hospitality, 

entertainment and mixed-use 

development markets.

Joe Baruffaldi, AIA
Principal

Alexandra Milkovich, IIDA, NCIDQ
Associate

Kevin Burke, AIA
Senior Associate
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Matthew Porreca is Design Di-
rector in LPA's San Diego de-
sign studio. For more than 25 

years he has impacted San Diego and 
the larger design world through his ded-
ication to high-performance design and 
healthy environments. Over the last two 
years, his work has focused on fighting 
climate change, preserving iconic places 
(such as UC San Diego’s York Hall and 
other aging buildings of the university 
system), transforming significant insti-
tutions, improving the health of under-
served populations and addressing the 
housing crisis through innovative mod-
ular design. He has also democratized 
net-zero buildings, helping cities, univer-
sities and companies achieve aggressive 
environmental goals on modest budgets. 
Porreca served on the San Diego Green 
Building Council board of directors and 
was the founding co-chair of the Living 
Building Collaborative in San Diego. He 
can be reached at mporreca@lpadesign-
studios.com or 619-929-3946.

MATTHEW PORRECA
Design Director

LPA Design Studios

Angela Ryan, Director, Interior Ar-
chitecture and Design at Ware Mal-
comb, possesses 17 years of archi-

tecture and interior design experience. 
Since joining the firm in 2016, Ryan has 
contributed to more than 1,350 projects 
for Ware Malcomb's San Diego office 
and been promoted multiple times. She 
manages the firm's second-largest Interi-
or Architecture & Design Studio out of 
the company's 28-office platform spread 
across the Americas. Her experience in-
cludes a variety of project types including 
office, healthcare, education and hospitali-
ty, among others. Ryan holds certifications 
from the California Council for Interior 
Design - Commercial Designation (CID-C), 
the Evidence-Based Design Accreditation 
and Certification (EDAC), and the Nation-
al Council for Interior Design Qualification 
(NCIDQ). Ryan served as the past Interna-
tional Interior Design Association (IIDA) 
Southern California chapter president for 
2019-2020. She actively participates in sev-
eral industry and nonprofit organizations.

ANGELA RYAN
Director, Interior Architecture 

& Design
Ware Malcomb

Glen Schmidt, FASLA, Founding 
Partner, Schmidt Design Group, 
has positively impacted the qual-

ity of life in San Diego for more than 45 
years. Throughout his career, Schmidt 
has been a tireless advocate for region-
ally appropriate, drought-tolerant and 
native landscapes. Significant projects 
include Waterfront Park in downtown 
San Diego, Civita Park in Mission Val-
ley as well as Stone Brewing and World 
Bistro in Escondido and Liberty Station. 
Schmidt is currently providing leadership 
for the design of the San Diego State 
University (SDSU) Mission Valley cam-
pus open space and park land. The first 
phase will open later this year. He has 
shared his expertise volunteering on 30+ 
nonprofits, boards and commissions and 
has lectured at 80+ professional confer-
ences and meetings. Schmidt is a Fellow 
in the American Society of Landscape 
Architects, a national honor. He can be 
reached at gschmidt@schmidtdesign.
com or 619-236-1462.

GLEN SCHMIDT
Founding Partner

Schmidt Design Group

John Sheehan, FAIA, is Princi-
pal and Founding Partner at Stu-
dio E Architects. Sheehan has led 

the design effort on many of the firm's 
award-winning affordable housing proj-
ects. His interest in housing began while 
pursuing a graduate degree in London. 
Sheehan finds great satisfaction in mak-
ing the everyday seem extraordinary and 
in providing exceptional living environ-
ments for people of modest means. Shee-
han has helped shape Studio E's opti-
mistic, people-oriented approach and its 
reputation for smart, community-based 
design. In 2021, Sheehan was made a Fel-
low in the AIA, an acknowledgement of 
his long career as a national design leader, 
especially in affordable housing. In June, 
The Orchard, an affordable family hous-
ing project in San Diego, received a pres-
tigious Grand Gold Nugget Award at 
the Pacific Coast Builders Conference; 
Sheehan was the lead on this project. He 
can be reached at jsheehan@studioear-
chitects.com or 619-235-9262.

JOHN SHEEHAN
Principal

Studio E Architects

Stephen Scirrotto is the owner 
and principal of SJS Studios, 
an award-winning, full-service 

design and architecture firm in So-
lana Beach. SJS celebrated its third 
anniversary in business in 2023. Scir-
rotto has more than 17 years of ex-
perience in architecture and design; 
during that time he has provided 
design services for many residential, 
commercial office and lab projects. 
He is a California licensed architect 
and a member of AIA and NCARB. 
Scirrotto is a champion for health 
and wellness in the built environment 
and renewed his WELL AP creden-
tial in 2023. A graduate of Roger Wil-
liams University, he received a Bach-
elor of Science and Master of Archi-
tecture degrees. He will be teaching 
design studio at Design Institute of 
San Diego in fall 2023. Scirrotto can 
be reached at stephen@sjsstudiosinc.
com or 858-914-7262.

STEPHEN SCIRROTTO
Founder, Owner, Architect

SJS Studios, Inc.

SJS
STUDIOS

CONGRATULATIONS ON BEING
NAMED LEADERS OF INFLUENCE

ALEJANDRA NADAL
ARCHITECT, EDAC

JENNIFER TIMMONS
AIA, NCARB, LEED GA,

LEAN SIX SIGMA BLACK BELT

MICHELLE MORGAN

DESIGN THAT EMPOWERS PEOPLE
wearetaylor.com

Architectural Design | Interior Design 
Design Strategy | Planning

From left: Alejandra Nadal, Michelle Morgan, Jennifer Timmons
Artwork by Linda Taylor, founder of Taylor Design

Taylor Design is a 100% employee owned firm, ENR Top 500, 
and Best Firm to work for 5 years running by Zweig Group
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Jaclyn Shor, NCARB is Mixed-Use/
Residential Studio Leader at SGPA 
Architecture and Planning. Joining 

the SGPA Team in 2015, Shor's fresh skill 
set, perspective and enthusiasm heighten 
the firm's exposure to today's top pro-
grams and relevant industry trends. From 
an early age, Shor knew she wanted to 
pursue architecture, due to her fixation 
with Legos and knack for designing and 
building neighborhood tree houses. As a 
Senior Project Manager and Studio Lead-
er, Shor is inspired by architecture's ability 
to combine problem solving, technology 
and creativity. Her projects range from 
master planned communities, multifamily, 
mixed-use, affordable housing, senior liv-
ing facilities, wellness, education and com-
mercial/retail projects. Her passion lies in 
universal and equitable design, prioritiz-
ing research and development and user 
outreach efforts in her design approach. 
She is a Certified Green Building Profes-
sional. She can be reached at jshor@sgpa.
com or 619-297-0131.

JACLYN SHOR
Architect, Senior Associate

SGPA Architecture and 
Planning

Ashley Simpson serves as Senior 
Director of Design at IQHQ, 
leading global placemaking 

and interior design for the compa-
ny's world-class life science districts 
and corporate offices. She is a true 
driving force in bringing IQHQ's key 
development projects to life across 
the company's pipeline. Design is 
about small details that build up 
to make a big impact, and no one 
understands this better than Simp-
son – her tireless attention to detail 
elevates IQHQ’s districts to anoth-
er level. Simpson grew up with par-
ents in the architecture and civil en-
gineering fields and was constantly 
on construction sites and surround-
ed by art and design. Prior to joining 
IQHQ, Simpson spent more than 
five years at Gensler as a senior inte-
rior designer. She is active in the land 
use community, working with the 
young leaders of the Urban Land 
Institute (ULI).

ASHLEY SIMPSON
Senior Director, Design

IQHQ

Sean Slater, AIA, is a leader of 
RDC's Placemaking Group 
and Principal-in-Charge of 

the San Diego office. He works on 
mixed-use developments across the 
country and throughout the San Di-
ego region. Slater directs the architec-
ture and planning for mixed-use de-
velopments in San Diego and across 
the country. Major local projects of 
the RDC Placemaking group include 
Fashion Valley Mall, The Campus at 
Horton, Del Mar Highlands Town 
Center (DHTC) and the addition of 
the Sky Deck. Slater led the creation 
of RDC San Diego, located in the 
historic Design Center on Fifth Ave-
nue in the Hillcrest neighborhood, to 
support RDC's major architectural 
projects underway in San Diego and 
to establish RDC as a local leader in 
architectural design and construction. 
He is vice chair for the Entertainment 
Development Council at the Urban 
Land Institute.

SEAN SLATER
Senior Principal 

RDC

Chikako Terada is a Principal 
of Roesling Nakamura Tera-
da Architects, Inc. (RNT) 

and has 40 years of experience in 
all phases of architecture and plan-
ning. She has worked on 26 schools 
and made a significant impact on 
all. She brings a natural leadership 
style to the daily design team and 
mentors many within the office. 
Her strengths include sustainable 
design oversight and quality assur-
ance. She is LEED accredited and 
utilizes her background in sustain-
able design daily. Terada earned a 
bachelor of arts in architecture at 
Tama Art University in Tokyo, giv-
ing her a strong sense of "material 
and craft." She pursued a master 
of arts in environmental design at 
San Diego State University, bring-
ing her to California and the begin-
ning days of RNT. Today Terada 
is setting a precedent for minority 
partners and female architects.

CHIKAKO TERADA
Principal

Roesling Nakamura Terada 
Architects, Inc.

Kristina Smith, NCIDQ, IIDA, 
ASID is Director of Design at 
Mour Group Engineering + 

Design. With more than 10 years 
of experience, Smith has worked in 
residential, model home, commer-
cial, retail, workplace and restaurant/
bar design. She thrives on designing 
environments with fresh ideas and 
creativity; she has a strong focus on 
client collaboration and attention to 
detail. Smith had a love for design 
and architecture at a young age. This 
encouraged her to attend the New 
England School of Art & Design at 
Suffolk University in Boston, where 
she obtained her bachelor of fine arts 
in interior design in 2012. Smith has 
volunteered with the Junior League 
of San Diego for the past five years 
and is currently serving on the exec-
utive management team as the 2023-
2024 Fund Development Vice Presi-
dent. She can be reached at kristina@
mourgroup.com or 619-727-4800.

KRISTINA SMITH
Director of Design

Mour Group Engineering + Design

Congratulations
Benjamin Arcia,

ASLA, MUD, on being
recognized as a

Leader of Influence
in Architecture 

& Design! 

McCulloughLA.com

La Semilla, San Ysidro

Grit. Soul. Style.
San Diego | Los Angeles | NorCal

Landscape Architecture
Urban Design

Planning

SJS Studios would like to congratulate

STEPHEN SCIRROTTO
on being named one of San Diego’s Top Leaders 

of Influence in Architecture and Design!

SJS Studios is a full-service, award-winning Architecture firm
with a focus on Commercial, Residential and Higher Education Design.

SJS Studios, 543 N HWY 101,
Solana Beach, CA 92075
email: info@sjsstudiosinc.com
phone: 858-914-7262
www.sjsstudiosinc.com
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Joshua Thompson is Director, In-
terior Architecture & Design for 
Ware Malcomb's Downtown San 

Diego office. He is responsible for the 
leadership and continued growth of 
the office. Thompson brings more than 
21 years of experience in the industry 
and a strong understanding of interi-
or architectural services to achieve ex-
ceptionally functional and aesthetic en-
vironments. He has been with Ware 
Malcomb for nine years, starting in the 
firm's Phoenix office and transitioning 
to San Diego in 2019. He pioneered the 
growth of the Downtown San Diego 
office, so much that the office moved 
to a larger space in order to accom-
modate the expansion. Thompson is 
forward thinking with his leadership 
approach; he leads his team with an 
entrepreneurial lens and is committed 
to his colleagues' professional growth. 
He can be reached at jthompson@
waremalcomb.com or 858-500-4619, 
extension 1325.

JOSHUA THOMPSON, 
IIDA, NCIDQ, WELL AP

Director, Interior Architecture & Design
Ware Malcomb

Jennifer Timmons is Project Direc-
tor/Office Leader for San Diego at 
Taylor Design. She joined Taylor 

Design in the summer of 2021 and by 
the first quarter of 2022, took the lead 
as primary point of contact for Sharp 
Metro Modernization, a $500 million 
design-build project teaming with Mc-
Carthy and HDR. She was promoted 
to design associate in 2023, then pro-
moted to San Diego office leader. Tim-
mons is recognized for her unique style 
of fostering trust, accountability and 
improvement in every project. Her ca-
reer centers around providing excep-
tional design for California public ser-
vices, including healthcare and higher 
education. As a Lean Six Sigma Black 
Belt, she is a leader in operational ef-
ficiencies and is dedicated to reduc-
ing project variations, making better 
choices, helping owners make time-
ly and budget-healthy decisions, and 
improving project results. She can be 
reached at jtimmons@wearetaylor.com

JENNIFER TIMMONS
Associate | Project Director / 

Office Leader, San Diego
Taylor Design

Margit E. Whitlock, AIA, is Found-
ing Principal in Charge of Ar-
chitecture and Interior Design 

at Architectural Concepts Inc. of San 
Diego. The business was founded in 1992. 
For more than a quarter century, Whit-
lock has developed a reputation for her 
professionalism, creativity and vision. 
With projects ranging from timeshare re-
sorts to renowned spas, intimate lounges, 
cannabis dispensaries and branded hotels, 
Margit Whitlock has received numerous 
awards for her creative solutions in hospi-
tality oriented architectural and interior 
design. She successfully entitled 11 per-
mits for cannabis manufacturing, culti-
vation or dispensaries in San Diego, Ch-
ula Vista, Lemon Grove and Santa Rosa. 
Whitlock is past president of the San Di-
ego Architectural Foundation, serving 11 
years on its board of directors. She now 
serves as SDAF Committee Chair of 
World Design Capital 2024 events. She 
can be reached at margit@4designs.com 
or 619-531-0110.

MARGIT E. WHITLOCK, AIA
Principal/Creative Director for 

Architecture and Interior Design
Architectural Concepts, Inc.

Maxine Ward, AIA, Principal at 
Studio E Architects, has been a 
leader in San Diego's architec-

tural community since 2006. She leads 
varied aspects of the architectural work, 
from programming and design to pro-
duction and project management to 
team coordination and construction ad-
ministration. Her 25 years of experience 
have honed a design philosophy focus-
ing on creative and thoughtful solutions 
to the end user's needs. Ward complet-
ed the construction of 327 local hous-
ing units, primarily affordable housing, 
during 2022-23 and started construction 
of 205 affordable housing units and de-
sign of 400 units, all within San Diego 
County. Ward has helped grow a 28-per-
son office with 50% female leadership 
and 65% female staff – a rarity in the 
architecture profession. She served as a 
director of the San Diego Architectural 
Foundation from 2007-2021. She can be 
reached at mward@studioearchitects.
com or 619-235-9262.

MAXINE WARD
Principal

Studio E Architects

CEO and Principal Naveen Waney 
joined Platt/Whitelaw Architects 
in 1985 as an intern and worked 

his way up through every role in the 
firm. He became principal in 2010 and 
now owns and leads the firm. He is 
an award-winning architect who has 
extensive experience in government 
and public-sector projects. Several of 
his projects won prestigious awards 
within the last two years, including an 
Orchid Award from San Diego Archi-
tectural Foundation for Fire Station 
50 in UTC; and both an Outstand-
ing Land Development award from 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
and an Honor Award, Structures from 
American Public Works Association 
for Santee Lakes Recreation preserve. 
Waney spent eight years on the Claire-
mont Planning Group and was its 
chair for five years. He has spent years 
mentoring young architects through 
the ACE Mentor program.

NAVEEN WANEY, AIA
President

Platt/Whitelaw Architects, Inc.

Greg MuellerGreg Mueller

Congratulations!

for being recognized

as one of San Diego's 

Leaders of influence in 

Architecture and Design

by the San Diego 

Business Journal.

Congratulations to Mathilda Bialk, John Sheehan, Eric Naslund and  Maxine Ward

Leaders of Influence

www.studioearchitects.com

At Studio E Architects, we design places that cultivate community, enhance 
well-being, and make the best use of resources. We listen carefully, uncover 

opportunity, and expand possibility.

in architecture & design
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